
  

  

Total E&P Canada Ltd. 
2900, 240-4th Ave SW 
Calgary, Alberta 
T2P 4H4 
 
www.total-ep-canada.com 
 
Media Contact: 
 
Elizabeth Cordeau-
Chatelain 
 
403.537.2354 
elizabeth.cordeau-
chatelain@total.com 
 
 
 
 
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
iq

u
é 

d
e 

Pr
es

se
 

N
ew

s 
R
el

ea
se

 

 
 
 

 
 

Canada: Total and ConocoPhillips  
Sanction Phase 2 of the Surmont Project 

 
 

 
CALGARY, January 19, 2010 - Total and ConocoPhillips announce the 
sanction of the Surmont Phase 2 SAGD (steam assisted gravity drainage) 
development in Canada. The project, slated to begin initial construction in 
2010, will increase Surmont’s production capacity from 27,000 to 110,000 
barrels of bitumen per day. 

The Surmont project is located approximately 60 kilometres southeast of Fort 
McMurray, Alberta, in the Athabasca oil sands region. Surmont is operated by 
ConocoPhillips Canada and is a 50/50 joint-venture with Total E&P Canada.  

“The responsible development of Canada’s oil sands, particularly with respect 
to the environment, will be crucial in providing a secure source of energy for 
the future. Total is pleased to be advancing on this project and plans to bring 
to it innovation and global expertise in world-class heavy oil projects, while 
meeting the strict national and international standards for environmental 
compliance,” stated Yves-Louis Darricarrère, President Exploration & 
Production, Total. 

Phase 2 is scheduled to begin production in early 2015. 

Steam-assisted gravity drainage (SAGD) technology 

SAGD is a thermal production technology used to recover bitumen from the 
oil sands. This process has a limited environmental footprint and relies on 
well pairs of long horizontal drains. Steam is injected into the upper well to 
lower the bitumen viscosity in the reservoir. The bitumen mixed with hot water 
flows to the lower well, from which it is then pumped to the surface. In the 
surface processing facilities, the water is separated from the bitumen, treated 
and recycled to the steam generators. The bitumen is diluted and sent by 
pipeline for upgrading and refining.  

For Surmont SAGD, a collaborative effort is underway with ConocoPhillips to 
develop technologies for both energy efficiency and CO2 capture and storage 
(CCS). Among those technologies and processes, Total and ConocoPhillips 
are looking into ways to inject lighter hydrocarbons into the wells along with 
the steam to lower the viscosity of the oil, which will reduce the requirement 
of steam and therefore the emissions of associated CO2.  
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The environment 

As the Group’s main operated projects in Canada are at the stage of design 
and project engineering, Total is committed to implementing the best 
available technology economically achievable on these projects, and 
ensuring that its environmental and social performance is managed in a 
responsible manner.  

Total’s sustainable development strategy in Canada encompasses five 
pillars: the protection of the environment (conservation, reclamation, effective 
water management, climate change); the use of innovative technology; 
contributing to the well-being of communities in which it operates, including 
the development of local businesses and employment opportunities; 
conservation of the natural resource base for future generations, and 
responding effectively to stakeholder issues in an open and transparent 
manner.  

Total Exploration & Production in Canada 

Total is the operator of the Joslyn project with a 75% interest. The production 
potential of the project is currently estimated at 200,000 barrels per day.  

In 2008, Total acquired Synenco energy, which held an interest in the 
Northern Lights project. Total now holds 50% of the project. 

Furthermore, Total has submitted to the authorities of Alberta the 
development plan for an Upgrader in the Edmonton region. A public hearing 
is scheduled to start at the end of February 2010.  

 

* * * * * 
Total is one of the world’s major oil and gas groups, with activities in more 
than 130 countries. Its 97,000 employees put their expertise to work in every 
part of the industry – exploration and production of oil and natural gas, 
refining and marketing, gas and power and trading. Total is working to keep 
the world supplied with energy, both today and tomorrow. The Group is also a 
first rank player in chemicals. www.total.com
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